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IIT Council to discuss common
engineering entrance exam

Kiritika Suneja
New Delhi, May 11

ITH THE govern-
‘;i; ment planning to
scrap the 50-year-

old IIT-JEE exam, the Indian
Institutes of Technology
{IIT) Council will have a cru-
cial meeting on Saturday to

decide the fate of the exam
and find an alternative. The
meeting is also a build-up to
the country’s highest educa-
tion advisory body, Central
Advisory Board of Educa-
tion (CABE), which is set to
meet next month.

The meeting assumes sig-
nificance as the ministry of

human resource develop-

ment's(MHRD) proposalof a
common national entrance
examforstudentsaspiringto
join central engineering in-
stitutions hasheen in-princi-
ple approved by states. If im-
plemented, the exam will
reduce the burden of multi-
plicity of examsonstudents.

The aptitude-cum-ad-
vanced knowledge test will
beinplacein2013oncethelIT
JointEntrance Examination
(JEE)and the All-India Engi-
neering Entrance Examina-
tion (AIEEE)are merged.
“We are yet to discuss the
issue and the decision will
happen after a consensus,”
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said an IIT director who is
comingtoattend themeeting
in Delhi. Incidentally, the
IITs and National Institutes
of Technology (NITs)are op-
posing the scrapping of the
JEE on grounds of dilution
of guality Also, the CABE
committeemeeting hasbeen
postponed by almostamonth
as the government and
stakeholders could not find
common ground for the na-
tionallevel exam.

While the IITs and other
centraleducational institu-
tionsareproposing toadopt
aweightageof 40% forstate
board marks, test scores
will have 60% weightage.

However, states can
adopttheirownweightages
for state board marks and
the national examinations
for admission to state-level

. institutions, The academic

componentof themainand
advanced examinations
would be handled by IITs
whereas the management
and conduct of the exami-
nation would be done by
CBSE incollaboration with

state boards.
ah.
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HRD MINISTRY TO
HOLD MEET OF
ALL [ITs TODAY

Vanita Srivastava
® Vanita.shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Even as the students
are confused on the pattern for
the 2013 IIT-JEE exam , the
HRD ministry will have wide
ranging deliberations with dif-
ferent II'T directors and chair-
men on the recommendations
of different senates at the II'T
Council meet in Delhi IIT on
May 12.

While a broad consensus
could emerge after the meet-
ing, the final announcement will
perhaps be made after the
meeting of the Central Advisory
Board of Education on June 6.
The mood of different senates
is not in favour of the govern-
ment proposal.

All the 1ITs, except IIT
Roorkee, have opposed any
change in pattern from 2013.
But IIT Roorkee is also not sup-
porting the proposal of the gov-
ernment that there should be
a common engineering exam
for selection.

It favours a two-tier exam,
where the common engineer-
ing test could be used simply
as a filtering exam.

II'T Guwahati has supported
the government's proposal to
select students on the basis of
a common engineering exam,
but it has some reservations on
a smooth implementation from
2013.

T Kharagpur feels there
should be a lean period of 2-3
years before any actual exper-
Imentation.

It is also not in favour of the
government's proposal in the
current form.

II'T Chennai, II'T Kanpur and
II'T Delhi feel the common exam
could be used just for screen-
ing candidates for the JEE
exam.
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Lt Gen Zameeruddin Shah appointed AMU V-G

ALIGARH: President Pratibha Patil has appointed Lt Gen
(retired) Zameeruddin Shah as the new vice-chancellor of
the Aligarh Muslim University. The HRD ministry con-
firmed his appointment on Friday. Lt Gen Shah will hold the
post for a period of five years or till 70 years of age. He told
the university spokesperson that he will assume duty as the
vice-chancellor at the earliest.




